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Synopsis

Ruby wakes from a bad dream to find herself in a real life 
nightmare. She’s trapped in a basement, her legs are 
broken and she can’t remember who she is or how she got 
there. Her kidnapper, Tom, tells her she will remain captive 
until she falls in love with him. Ruby is focused on trying to 
escape until Tom starts helping her to remember her past, 
then she begins to question everything.



Director’s Statement

I was coming towards the end of film school and hadn't really 
directed anything of note. I knew I was running out of time. I had a 
feature length script that I was desperate to make but the scope of 
it petrified me. As time ticked away I realised I was more frightened 
of not trying than I was of failing.

With £5,000 of savings from summer Jobs, a willing cast and crew 
of friends and colleagues and a ‘let’s just do it' attitude we set out 
to see how bad it could be.

Students aren't always the most reliable of people, so with various 
drop-outs I ended up shouldering the responsibility for writing, 
directing, producing and editing. But this did mean the people who 
we're on the project were truly committed and happy to work for 
free because they believed in the story we we're trying to tell.

The film has exceeded my personal expectations and I believe it 
stands shoulder to shoulder with the fare you might see in the 
cinema this weekend. It's a single location psychological thriller so 
it's not for everyone, but I like it.

Edward Palmer



Lead Cast
Ingvild Deila
Ruby

A London based Norwegian actress, singer and philomath 
who played Princess Leia in Rogue One. She also had a 
small role in Avengers: Age of Ultron. Ingvild will have 
played the lead in further three feature films by early 2018.

Ingvild changed careers in 2014 from philosophy and 
NGO’s to acting, she trained for three years in acting for 
the stage in Norway. She is also a singer, and will release 
her second album this autumn. Until recently she worked 
as a talent agent as well, co-running a professional talent 
agency, Play Actors . She is also part of an improvisation 
troupe.

Stuart Mortimer
Tom

Trained with Fourth Monkey Theatre Company for a 
year with their foundation course in theatre acting, has 
worked on regional theatre tours and played in theatres 
up and down London.

Stuart has completed two feature films and three short 
films.

A man of many talents he also privately coaches tennis, 
tutors English, plays football competitively, sings and 
writes poetry.

Roger Deakins Quote
"Edward Palmer’s achievement is to make a film, ‘Hippopotamus’, 
that is quite mesmerizing and to do so with a minuscule budget. 
The casting and the acting is exemplary and the production has 
none of the tell tale signs that so often reveal a micro budget 
production for what it is. It just proves that a good film is made 
using ideas and with a passion rather than by throwing money at 
the screen.” 

At the Rebel Film Festival - Plymouth



Key Crew
Edward Palmer
Writer, Director, Producer & Editor

White, middle class, male. Oh no, not another one.

He hasn’t had a particularly eventful life, nor does he have 
an interesting background and by his own admission ‘you 
wouldn’t want to hear about it’.Yet, he has a unique outlook 
that shines through his films. 

He’s dedicated and passionate about learning the craft of 
filmmaking and displays a refined level of control and 
invention in his work.

He lists his inspirations as Fincher, Nolan and Cianfrance 
among others. 

Tomás Brice
Director of Photography

Tomás Brice or "Teddy" as his friends call him, is a young 
cinematographer with a passion for lighting and visuals and 
their link with story telling. 

Hailing from Portugal he moved to London to study film at 
Westminster Film School.

Still at the beginning go career he has worked on shorts, 
music videos, features and commercials. Including working 
with the likes of AMC, Bugzy Malone, SmartCar and Now 
TV.
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